
Magistrate Court's jurisdiction encompasses civil claims of $15,000 or less, county ordinance
violations, applications for and issuance of arrest and search warrants, preliminary hearings,
dispossessory writs, and pre-warrants. No jury trials are held in this court. Appeals from
decisions in landlord, tenant and civil cases are made to the Superior and State courts.

Our court does not issue restraining orders. These are done through Ruth’s Cottage in Tifton,
Georgia. Ruth’s Cottage can be contacted at (229) 388-1541.

 

INFORMATION, NOT LEGAL ADVICE

Before filing your first civil action in Magistrate Court, you may want to visit the Council of
Magistrate Court Judges' website at www.georgiamagistratecouncil.com. This site offers many
tools that will assist you in understanding how our court system operates. There are numerous
videos that explain each step of the process. There is also a variety of forms that you can
download, some of which are fill-able. You may wish to utilize the Forms Generator, which is a
system that will guide you through a series of questions to create a free, customized form that
you can file in Magistrate Court.

The forms and information available on this website are not intended as legal advice and should
not be considered as such. They are provided only for reference purposes. The content and
format of forms not specifically determined by a Georgia statute or court rule may require
modification to suit the specific facts of a given case.

The publication of these forms is in no way a representation that they are appropriate for use in
a particular case or situation, or that they are adequate for use without modification and/or
elaboration. In addition, the law may change at any time, making current forms outdated. You
should always research and review those statutes and procedural rules that pertain to your
case to ensure that the complaint, answer, motion, or other document you are filing is accurate
and in compliance with current Georgia law.

To ensure the proper use of any of these forms, you should consult a licensed attorney.

 

General Information

We are located on the second floor of the Worth County Courthouse. You can come to our office
any time during our business hours to file suits or ask us questions. Most of the forms filed in
our court can be obtained from www.georgiamagistratecouncil.com. These are general forms
that are generally accepted by courts. We do have more specialized forms for our court that can
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be obtained from the menu on the left or from our office. Either forms are appropriate. Some
forms are unique to our court and may be required.

All forms must be submitted fully completed, signed, and notarized if applicable. We can
notarize your forms for a fee of $2.00. If you have any general questions about these forms,
please give us a call for assistance.

Magistrate Court personnel, including the Judges, are prohibited from providing any legal advice
to either party. We can, however, answer questions about filing and procedures. You may want
to contact the court before filing to check on the amount of the filing fee and the requirements
for filing.

 

Filing Fees & Other Fees

Appeal:                                    $262.50 + Preparation fees (please call for details)

Statement of Claim:               $103.50 for 1 defendant, $153.50 for 2 defendants

Dispossessory:                        $103.50 for 1 defendant, $153.50 for 2 defendants

Garnishment:                           $103.50

Trover:                                       $103.50

Abandoned Motor Vehicle:    $42.50

AMV Certified Order:              $14.00

Writ of Possession:                 $50.00

Transfer of Civil Case:             $50.00

FI.FA.:                                         $29.00

FI.FA. Cancellation:                  $25.00

Pre-Warrant:                            $20.00

Exemplified Copy                     $15.00

Witness Subpoena:                 $10.00 per subpoena

Notary:                                       $2.00 per notary act
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